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karta, or head, must first be considered. This will
generally be the father, or grandfather, of the present
generation of workers. Until recent years the whole
earnings of the family was under his absolute control,
and without his sanction no important transaction could
be settled. All sales and purchases of property would
be in his name, and it is he who arranges for the
marriage of the children. The following description of
the karta is by a Hindu gentleman : " In his habiliments
he is all simplicity. An ordinary cloth of five yards in
length constitutes his usual costume. When he goes
out he takes an additional piece of cloth to wrap his
trunk with. To wear heeled shoes or boots is incon-
sistent with his venerable position, and he prefers loose
slippers. It is his habit to shave his head and face
clean, leaving only a tuft of hair about the centre of his
head unshaved. This and a bead necklace mark him
as a Hindu, and are prized by him as Hindu distinc-
tions. The only perfumery he uses is mustard oil. . . .
His education is not of a high order. He can read and
write, and such of his children as are mindful of their
studies are his especial favourites. Devoid of a liberal
education himself, he is possessed of strong common
sense, and his judgments generally smack of practical
wisdom. . . . The authors of the Ramayana and Mahab-
harata are his great pets, and the stories contained in
those works delight his imagination.

"For literary and philosophical culture he greatly
depends on the priest, versed in ancient lore. He accepts
the truths enunciated by him without question or cavil,
and stores them up in his mind. . . . The only science
he cares for is arithmetic, in the knowledge of which he
is generally profound. ... In bookkeeping, too, he has
some experience,